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Democratic Services Manager

1. BACKGROUND

1.1 As members are aware, the Local Government elections will take place on 4th of
May 2017. The Democratic Services Committee has been preparing and
planning in order to ensure that Council arrangements are in place for members
who are elected in May 2017.

1.2 Three work streams have been identified, namely ‘preparing candidates’,
‘Welcome days and the training programme’, and ‘Technology Considerations’.

2. Sessions to Prepare Candidates

2.1 The purpose of the preparatory sessions is to give prospective candidates an
opportunity to meet officers and Council members and to get more information
regarding what is expected of them and an opportunity for an informal talk. The
sessions have been organised in response to observations from several Members
who were not clear regarding what to expect following an election win.

2.2 A session has been organised in each of the three areas as follows:

DATE LOCATION TIME
17th January, 2017 Frondeg, Pwllheli 6 - 8pm
18th January 2017 Cae Penarlâg, Dolgellau 6 - 8pm
19th January 2017 Siambr Dafydd Orwig, Caernarfon 6 - 8pm

2.3A copy of the arrangements for the sessions can be seen inAppendix A.

2.4Members will be aware that arrangements have already been made to raise
awareness of the sessions via the Council’s website and on our Twitter and
Facebook accounts and by contacting Community Councils and via the political
groups.

2.5We are aware that there are a number of other forums in each area who should be
contacted in order to raise awareness. It is requested that Members of the Area
Forum identify these additional forums in order to raise awareness of as many
people as possible.



Appendix A - Awareness Raising Sessions Work Programme

PREPARING CANDIDATES FOR THE MAY 2017 ELECTION

BACKGROUND

1. Following Personal Development Interviews with individual members and discussions at the
Democratic Services Committee in 2014/15, the need to better prepare people to become
county councillors was identified - targeting potential candidates prior to the submission of
nominations, so that they understand what faces them if successful.

THE PROPOSAL

2. To aim for the County Council elections on 4 May 2017, bearing in mind that the Notice of
Election would be published 6 weeks beforehand, around 23 March.

3. It is intended to hold a series of sessions for people who are considering standing as candidates
around January 2017.

4. It is intended to publicise these sessions as widely as possible, using social media, party links and
the community council's mailing lists to try to attract as much interest as possible in the
meetings

5. It is proposed to hold 3 evening meetings: one in Arfon, one in Dwyfor and one in Meirionnydd,
with specific information packs to be shared and distributed at the meetings.

ORDER OF THE MEETINGS

Welcome A brief introduction, possibly by the Chair of the Area Forum

Being a Councillor Presentation by Arwel Jones on:-

• The Responsibilities of the County Council (as opposed to

community councils)

• The role of the Local Member and the institutional role

within the Council (time requirements)

• Expectations regarding technology, etc.

New Member's Experience A 10 minute talk from a new member (different in the three

areas) about his/her experiences in 2012

Structure of the Council An explanation from Arwel Jones of the political arrangements

(Cabinet / Scrutiny / Committee Arrangements)

Members’ Conduct A presentation from Iwan Evans / Sion Huwson the Gwynedd

Standard and the Code of Conduct

Salary and Expenses An explanation from Arwel Jones on the Arrangements for

Salaries and Expenses

The Electoral Process and the

Nomination Procedure

An explanation from Raymond Harvey about the electoral

process, key dates and forms to be completed

Induction requirements for new

members after the election

New members will be required to attend an induction meeting

on Tuesday and Wednesday 9 and 10 May, 2017 in Caernarfon.

Introduction of the order of the days and their introductory

requirements e.g. bank details

NB Fairly informal, allowing people to ask questions during the presentation


